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Madam Chair, 
 
I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda item 140: Scale of 
assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations and agenda 
item 149: Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of United 
Nations peacekeeping operations, at the main part of the seventy-third session of the 
General Assembly. 
 
At the outset, the Group would like to thank Ambassador Bernardo Greiver, Chair of the 
Committee on Contributions, for introducing the Committee’s report as contained in 
document A/73/11. The Group also thanks Mr Chandru Ramanathan, Acting Controller, 
Office of Programme Planning, Budget, and Accounts, for introducing the reports of the 
Secretary-General on multi-year payment plans, as contained in document A/73/76; and 
on the implementation of General Assembly resolutions 55/235 and 55/236, as 
contained in document A/73/350. 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
The Group fully aligns itself with the statement made by the representative of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. The African Group reiterates 
that the current methodology for the preparation of the scale of assessments reaffirms 
the principle of "capacity to pay" as the fundamental criteria in the apportionment of the 
expenses of the United Nations. The African Group firmly believes that tempering 
existing methodology will have and adverse effect on the highly debated compromised 
benchmark reached in 2000, and consequently totally rejects any change to the 
elements of the current methodology for the preparation of the scale of assessments 
aimed at increasing the contributions of developing countries.  
 
Madam Chair, 
 
The Group wishes to make a few additional remarks: 
 
The members of the African Group continue to face challenges at the national and 
regional level and thus continue working towards the advancement of the social- 
economic development agenda including the need to address the adverse effect of 
climate change and global economic shocks as well as our political stability, restoration 



of peace and security which will not be feasible without strengthening institutions at the 
National, Regional and International level. 
 
 
In this regard, the General Assembly should take into account the special 
circumstances faced by some Member States and in this regard, the African Group 
urges an expeditious decision on Article 19, to allow Comoros, Somalia and Sao Tome 
and Principe to exercise their right to vote until the end of the seventy-third session of 
the General Assembly. 
 
The African Group reaffirms the importance we attach to the United Nations Peace 
Operations. The Group therefore emphasizes that the United Nations Peace Operations 
must be given sufficient resources to implement their mandates. The Group also notes 
the continued reductions in peacekeeping budgets in recent years, and will continue to 
closely monitor how this affects the conditions in the field, in particular, the safety and 
welfare of peacekeepers as well as post conflict recovery and reconstruction in the 
affected countries. 
 
In this regard, the African Group calls upon all Member States to fulfill their obligations 
towards the financing of peacekeeping operations. The African Group also calls on the 
Permanent Members of the Security Council, who have the primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of international peace and security, to continue shouldering their 
respective premiums of peacekeeping financing based on their capacity to pay as well 
as the agreed scale of assessments. 
 
The African Group rejects any proposal to shift obligations to developing countries, 
which have limited capacity to contribute to the budgets of peacekeeping operations. 
Any discussion on the system of discounts applied to the peacekeeping scale should 
take into account the conditions of developing countries, whose current positions must 
not be further negatively affected by an increase in their assesment. The African Group 
will reject any proposal that will place an additional burden on developing countries. 
 
Due recognition must also be given to the contribution of African countries towards 
peace and security including the hundreds of peacekeepers who are paying ultimate 
sacrifices leaving behind their families with no support, and this is in the interest of 
defending international peace have laid down their lives in the cause of peace. The 
contributions of Member States, Regional and sub-regional organizations in hosting or 
participating in the mediation process and engaging regional forces like AMISOM and 
G5 Sahel should be highlighted and taken into account.  
 
African Member States are also committed to contributing to the African Union Peace 

Fund from their meager resources with the objective of financing peace and security 

operations in various crisis situations across the continent. 

 

African Member States must also therefore enjoy a special status in the framework of 

the revision of the scale of contributions for the period 2019-21, to enable them support 



their efforts in the field of economic reconstruction and maintenance of peace and 

stability. A fair scale of assessment that will take in account these parameters will allow 

the Members of our Group to fulfill their commitments and to fully participate in the UN. 

 
Finally, the African Group reiterates that negotiations on all agenda items including the 
scale of assessments must be conducted in an open, inclusive, and transparent 
manner, upholding the principle of multilateralism and the sovereign equality of all 
Member States. The African Group remains firmly opposed to decision-making in small-
group configurations.  
 
The African Group takes this opportunity to reassure you, Madam Chair, that we will 
engage fully in a constructive manner with all stakeholders. 
 
I thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
  
 


